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season, especially for last year’s league MVP. The OC is a relatively small conference, but they offer
a lot of one-on-one matchups in their league’s playoff tournament. Both teams are good, with the
Cocks looking to send a clear message and boost their credentials, while the Cobras are looking to
avoid the disappointment of last year’s second-round exit. The other good news is that the teams
appear to have a fair amount of respect for one another — as evidenced by their prior games — so
we could get a very entertaining contest. For that reason, we’re giving the 1:30-p.m. start a slight
nod. Of course, this is a decision that could go either way. We need more than one injury. We need
multiple concussions, and we need to hear the same story from every player on the scene. We need a
conflict that’s emotionally resonant as well as mentally challenging. So far, we’ve seen controversy
surrounding the spitball, the starting pitcher, and the season’s early hero. We’re also seeing a clear
stand-off between opposing coaches, with Young kissing his coach and Hardy adding to the drama
by pointing fingers after his own gutsy performance against the Titans. And, for us, we’ve yet to see
any specific issues. With the Cobras’ Oklahoma City game and the Rainbows’ game against
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