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Alonzo Perez de Hita, a soldier and gentleman, was born in Granada in 1490. The
account that he relates of the conquest of Peru is in the form of a Relacion,

descripción del reyno y poblamiento de la Amazona y otros reyes y señores y
conquistadores y asentamientos de los Indios, que ay para estas Indias peruanas,

hecha en la conquista de la Nueva Castilla, llamada la Amazona, por los capitanes y
soldados de las flotas enviadas alla por los Reyes y Señores todos aquellos,

conocidos por la palabra Indio. This was first published in the sixth decade of the
seventeenth century, and the historiadores primitivos de Indias ed. of 1853, which

includes it as Vol. XXVI, has a fine engraving of its portrait. The history of la
Amazona is a compilation of unrelated scraps of information from the different

authors. There are many mistakes in its pages, from which the reader may conclude
that the historian at no point understood his business. A serious and wide-ranging

scholar, Hita has not escaped the perils of history. The scattered comments made by
historians of the colonial period are frequently biased. The worst of the worst are

those contained in the volume Los virreyes de la Conquista de Méjico (Mexico,
1942), a mass of trash about the conquest written by a sadistic scalawag, Claude
Ortiz de Zevallos. The best sources on the history of the conquest, which must be
seriously studied, are Garcilaso’s Comentarios rey Pantaleon, Antoine Brice's Le

vieux Perou, and the Jornada and Pedernal of Fray Luis de Cervantes. For another
source, see the last part of the Comentarios Reales de la Conquista de Perú, by

Garcilaso, under date of 1577, with the title La conquista y segunda expedicion del
rey Fernando Cortes Don Fernando de Nueva España, en el año y mese de Abril
1525. [36] The substance of that narrative is the same as the work cited in the
Preface. I have substituted for the older narrative of Garcilaso the more modern

publication of the Conquest by Perkins and others (London, 1798). For a history of
the conquest, see the work already mentioned in The Conquest of America, by Jose
Francisco de Faria y Castillo, 8vo, Madrid, 1850, and our own Diccionario de historia
de la Conquista, 8vo, Madrid, 1866. In this volume we deal with the conquest of the

Peruvian empire by the Emperor Charles V, and with the early progress of the
colonial period.
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