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my aim in the following is to identify and describe a range of new developments in the functionality
of the new unified, unified data collection facility in sql developer. the introduction of a new facility in
sql developer is no small matter. on the contrary, it represents a major contribution to the oracle
world as a whole. the so-called unified data collection facility is codenamed "couchpotato". it enables
users of sql developer 4 and newer to perform more complex queries, which were until now only
available in the "data insight" pane of the sql developer analyzer (formerly known as sql insight). for
example, the "splunk queries" (formerly known as "opentext queries") or support for the
"copy/reindent" feature (formerly known as "nope!"). more and more database applications include
complex structured data containing several attributes (key/value pairs). for database applications
that handle this type of data, it has always been a challenge to display this data in a meaningful and
usable format. oracle database management system 12c introduces a new interface called the data
collector. the data collector replaces the previous data insight interface that enabled users to select
a "table view" (that is, a display of database data) that was then analyzed as a whole. the data
collector provides a more flexible interface that enables an administrator to define collections of
tables and views that can be used in complex queries. in fact, the data collector offers more
functionality than the former data insight interface, as described in the following topics: in earlier
releases of sql developer, users had to define a "table view" of data by selecting it from a set of
predefined options. in other words, this feature was limited to selecting a specific "table view". in sql
developer 12c, users can build their own query from a collection of tables and views. for example,
data from multiple sources can be combined using the join operations that sql developer 12c
supports, such as "inner join", "left join" and "right join" (not to be confused with the data type of
"inner join").
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