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Here, Gupta is even more straightforward, and does little more than manufacture a non-stop
shower of naked bodies which, even by the most generous, repugnant of standards, is terrible
and irredeemably vulgar and empty. Scriptwriter Kumar Komu has to make up for the lack of

coherent storytelling in Shootout with footage of murder and mayhem which, for the most part,
succeeds in proving how far removed we are from the land of fiction. Especially when the kind of
excesses we see are always far removed from the norms of logical plot and characterisation, and
instead revels in the sheer crass, if somewhat titillating, physical violence. Right in the middle of
Reservoir Dogs, Shootout quite effortlessly becomes a Dario Argento-style sleaze monstrosity.
There is hardly a shot in the film which is not stark, raw, and experimental. This makes sense,

since the film is his debut feature. Despite all of this, however, Gupta makes quite a killing on the
spectacle, because of the lavish sets and costumes which have been provided by ace costume

designer Suvir Kaul. It's a film of high-end kitsch, where the biggest feeling of sheer cheapness is
the pure and total lack of respect. This makes for an uneasy, jittery watch where there are a lot
of discomforts. And yet, in spite of that, Shootout remains watchable, like a garish, drunk uncle
at your wedding. It’s almost as if the character that he is playing in Shootout is the first piece of
masala that he learned from his mentor Karan Johar, the Bollywood filmi star who made Kaun, a
mess of a film with similar agenda, but with far more finesse. As a result, Shootout is a film that
seems to have been made by someone who learnt from a book that told him to be offensive and

generic.
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It is grim irony that while Indian cinema celebrates its
100th year with a cinematic offering in the best traditions
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