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for oker 206 driver
download..Boston could
become the first city in the
world to make pot legal for
recreational use when
Massachusetts lawmakers
pass a legalization bill Iin
the upcoming session of the
Legislature. While the
state’s top legislative




leaders say they support
decriminalizing marijuana
and plan to introduce a bill
this year, Gov. Charlie
Baker has said he will not
take action on the subject
before the end of the year.
That could change in the
next week. State Sens.
Jeanette M. Kroll, a Milton




Democrat, and Joseph F.
Kennedy lll, a Boston
Democrat, introduced the
bill last week. House
Speaker Robert A. Deleo, a
Winthrop Democrat, said it
Is “fair to say’’ the bill will
make it to the floor in the
upcoming legislative
session. “It is very simple. It




IS a tax and requlate,”
Deleo said. “You have to
have a 21 year-old. You
have to have the equivalent
of a National Liguor Store in
every corner of the state,
and you have to have a
certain amount of
production In
Massachusetts.”” Kennedy




said the bill would set up a
three-tier system for the
state. A small number of
marijuana dispensaries,
similar to alcohol outlets,

would be regulated by the

state. The third tier would

iInvolve retail shops, similar
to liquor stores, which
would be licensed and




regulated by local
municipalities. But they
would not be allowed to sell
marijuana — the bill would
make it a misdemeanor for
anyone to sell it to a person
under 21 years old or to
give it away or sell it to
someone who Is under 21.
“The reason for the




difference in the two is that
somebody who sells a little
bit to somebody who is 21
will always face the
possibility of felony
prosecution,’”’ Kennedy
said. “The responsibility of
the state does not extend
to the places where a
21-year-old can buy a




joint.”” Boston is an
outspoken opponent of the
bill. In a letter to state
Senate President Harriette
Chandler, the chairwoman
of the Joint Committee on
Public Health and the
chairwoman of the
Committee on Alcohol and
Other Drugs, the Marijuana




Policy Project said the bill
would “criminalize the
c6a93da’4d
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