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in the 1970s The elder Castro died over the weekend at the age of 90 after falling ill during a family

vacation in the southern Andean city of Santa Clara. "A few hours ago Fidel Castro Ruz died," his
nephew said. "Fidel Castro Ruz has been battling a long fight; a long battle, a long time," the leader
of Cuba's Communist party said. "He got older, he was ill - there's nothing strange in that." Castro

was considered one of the most important figures of the 20th century, although he rarely appeared
in public since he took over in 1959. In April 2008, he disappeared from public view for four months,
and flew to Havana for surgery for an undisclosed illness. "Fidel Castro Ruz was responsible for all

the Cuban revolution," current Cuban leader Raul Castro was quoted as saying. "He led the
revolution, he fought for the revolution... he is a legendary figure in the history of mankind." The
very public announcement of Castro's death came only after his brother had initially declined to

comment on the fact. Cuba's communist state media chief Manuel Marrero said Castro died in the
early hours of Monday in the southern coastal city of Santa Clara at 1:40am local time (18:40 GMT
Sunday). Although no official cause of death was announced, a family spokesman said Castro had

been suffering from advanced stomach cancer. The ageing leader has been hospitalised since early
November for an unspecified illness, but the precise nature of his condition has not been disclosed.
Fidel's death comes only days after Cuba and the United States last month opened formal talks on

ending a half-century-old Cold War enmity. For decades, the two countries' relations have been at a
standstill because of the United States' hard-line stance toward communist-run Cuba. Castro was a

towering leader of Cuba's 1954-1959 revolution that ended with his brother Fidel becoming
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