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observancesIdentification of novel SNPs in the HLA-DQA1 and DQB1 genes and association with
multiple sclerosis in a Japanese population. The HLA class II gene region is a major susceptibility
locus for multiple sclerosis (MS). To identify novel, non-polymorphic single-nucleotide polymorphisms
(SNPs) in the HLA-DQA1 and DQB1 genes, we designed a primer set to investigate the SNPs in the
HLA-DQA1 and DQB1 genes. The SNPs were subsequently found in the HLA-DQA1 and DQB1 gene
regions in Japanese patients with MS (n = 55), patients with other neurological diseases (OND, n =
65), and normal healthy controls (n = 158). In the control group, there was no significant difference
in the allele distribution of the SNPs. The SNPs associated with
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