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2015 NRA-branded “smart bullets” have a long history of killing and injuring police officers in recent years.
But law enforcement officers in Washington state say the company that makes them, Federal Laboratories,

has gone too far this time. The FBI’s Seattle field office and the ATF have charged a Florida man in a
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multimillion-dollar scheme to produce “false-fire” bullets that looked like real rounds. The bullets, which
were designed to explode on impact, are marked with false FBI and ATF warnings, then “tucked away” in a
private stash, the FBI said. {snip} Law enforcement officers recently discovered several packages of the

false-fire ammunition, loaded in a federal agents’ gun, and reported the matter to federal authorities, the FBI
said. The FBI found that the ammunition was sold by Federal Laboratories of America — a Florida company
that sells the so-called “neutron bomb ammunition” — and Federal Laboratories of America has a history of

selling false-fire ammunition to police, the FBI said. Federal Laboratories has advertised that its ammo is
produced in accordance with the army’s “smart bullet” standards, and according to the FBI, the company
may have violated federal law by designing and selling false-fire ammunition — a practice the FBI says is

“prejudicial to the health or safety of the general or special maritime or territorial jurisdiction of the United
States.” Law enforcement officials found several packages of the false-fire ammo near Lake Washington,

near Seattle. Federal Laboratories’ advertisements promote its packaging as being “legally compliant with
the US Army’s smart bullet” standards, the company’s advertisements said. However, the government says

the company’s packaging falls short of federal law, since it’s actually manufactured and produced in the
United States, and does not include all the markings required by the Department of the
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